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military, economic, or sentimental (prestige)*
The European State has always had either (i) to
punish someone for not being European and
civilised (military punitive expeditions), or (2)
to protect someone already conquered and acquired
from the bad example of uncivilised and uncon-
quered neighbours (military punitive expeditions),
or (3) to avenge an insult to the flag (sentimental-
prestige), or (4) to protect or to further the economic
interests of the European subjects of the State*
These facts were, indeed, so obvious that towards
the end of the last century imperialists ceased to
argue that Empires had been or should be acquired
for the good of the subject peoples. The moral
argument and ideas, however, still continued to
form a halo round imperialism. If it was no longer
argued that Europe conquered or subjected Africa
and Asia for the good of Africans and Asiatics,
or to spread among them the blessings of civilisa-
tion, Christianity, law, and order, the good of
the subject peoples was and still is frequently used
as an argument against withdrawing from a con-
quest once it has been made, or abandoning
control once it has been acquired. Thus no one
now pretends that France went into Tunis, or
Britain into Egypt or Uganda, for altruistic